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Over the moſt 


:ſirable 


As preſented in a 


E Funeral Sermon 


At the Solemn Interment of a Dearly beloved Wite , 
Mrs. Mary *Parry, Fuly 25th. 1682. 
Whoſe loſs was much lamented, but the grief of Dear Relati-: 


ons was much allayed by the ſtrong deſire and comfortable 
hopes of the Deceaſed being with Chriſt. 


RE V.- 14. 38 
Bleſſed are_the Dead that dye in the Lord, 


a». 


Latet ultimns dies ut ovſervantar omnes Dies. 
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By an Unworthy Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. 


——_ 4 tn nom 
—_— -- —— _— — 


To his Dearly Beloved People, that 
litcle part of Chriſts Flock, over 


whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made 


him Overſeer. 


More efpecially to Mrs. Mary 
Cadman the Mourntul Mother, 
Elizabeth Cadman the Sorraatill 
Siſter, and Mr. Francis Parry 
the Grieving Husband of the De- 


ceaſed. 


W Aving lately Preached this Funeral Ser- 
L mon in the audience of ſome few of yon, 
s A and to many others that were then pre- 
ſent ; T found that as God was gratiouſly pleaſed 
to dire#t me in the choice of the Subjet, to aſſiſt 
me in. the preparation of the Work, and m ſome 
meaſure to own and bleſs my mean endeavours 
therem ; that they found much acceptance With mas 
A 3 ny : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ny : which occaſioned an earneſt deſire in ſome, 

that what they heard with their eares ; they might 
have preſented to their eyes, for a help to their 
more retired meditations. 1 have not the itching 
humour of the ſcribling Age wherem we live ; or 
any deſire to appear in print : Jet overcome. ith 
the defire of my Friends, I ove adventured to 
expoſe my ſelf to the cenſures of many ; which 1 
am willing to bear : if my poor labour may profit 
any of the meaneſt of Gods Servants. 

The Holy Scriptures are given us to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation. 2 Tim. 3. 15. And 1 
would not in all that T write, or publiſh to the 
World; have a ſentence, or propoſition, that 
might be diſſonant to Divine Truth. 1 have not 
the gift of Eloquence, never did 1 affe& rather 
to. be admired than underſtood ; but have al- 
Waies fet before me the plain P, eachmg of our 

Bleſſed Saviour the beſt of Preachers : and that 
of the Holy Apoſtles for my imitation; among 
Whom that great Apoſtle thus writeth, 1 Cor. 
i. 4. And my Speech, and my Preachin 
was not with enticing words of mans wit: 
dom, bur in the demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit, and of Power. Tour care of me, and 
love to me is ſuch ; that T have cauſe hereof to be 
ye; ; more eſpecially, when I was @ Priſe- 


ner. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ner for Chriſts ſake and the Goſpel ; and in other 
ſtraits and difficulties, your love hath abounded. 
God is not unrighteous to forget your labour of 
Love to me. 

T have often been ſounding m your ears the 
word of truth, what impreſſton it hath had upon 
Jour bearts ; God and your own Conſciences beſt 
knoweth, TI hope myl abours hath not been altoge- 
ther m vai. among you : but as I have often pray- 
ed on your behalf, they are rather a Savour of 
Life unto Life, than a Savour of Death unto 
Death. Serious dymg thoughts T have been fre- 
quently exerciſed with, and ſuch as have had 
deep impreſſions #pon me ; and there is ſo much 
of my heart in this ſubje&t I mfiſt on That 1 
hope may have ſome laſting impreſſion upon you. 
My great deſire is 1 may live above the Love of 
Life, and the Fear of Death, That ſo as the 
Apoſtle T may ſay, Gal. 2. 20. Now 1 live, 
yet not I, bur Chriſt liveth in me, And 
then for me to live will be Chriſt, and to 
dye is gain. Phil.. 1. 21. 

What dayes may be coming upon you, T dare 
not undertake to foretell, but if we conſider the 
abounding ſins among Profane, and Profeſſors : 
the deſperate malignity in the hearts and deſigns 


of Papiſts and Atheiſts : we have cauſe to trem- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ble at the dire effeft, if there be not the inter poſt- 


tion of ſome extraordinary Providence, Let us 
then with Noah get into our Ark, fly to our Ci- 
ty of refuge, and mind that Grations Call of ow 
moſi Gratious God and Heavenly Father, TJa. 
26. 21. Come my people, enter thou into 
thy Chambers, and ſhut thy doors about 
thee : hide thy ſelf as it were for a little 
—_— until the indignation be oyerpaſlt. 

. For behold the Lord cometh: out of 
his place to ang the Inhabitants of the 
Farth for their iniquity : the Earth alfo 
{hall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall no 
more cover her ſlain. 

That this mean ſervice of mine may be accep- 
ted with the Saints, and accompanied with the 
fulneſs of the Bleſſi mg of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and that you may be found a people of Gods 
pra fe , ſhewing forth the vertues of him who 
hath called you out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light. That you may hold faſt the 
form of found Dottrme that you have heard im 
Faith and Love, which is m Chriſt Jeſus, and 
live exemplary Holy, becoming the Goſpel, con- 
tendmg earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints , and be found a people Humble, 
Fruitful, Faithful, Thankful , Convmcing Gain- 

fayers 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſayers by your Holy Converſation, encouraging 
others to the good ways of God, that your light 
may ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorify onr Father who is in 
Heaven, ſo as having a good Conſcience, where- 
as they ſpeak evil of you, as evil doers, they 
may be aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good Con- 
verſation in Chriſt. So prayes he on your behalf, 
and for the whole 1ſrael of God ; who is an une 
fained lover of your Souls, greatly defiring your 
Everlaſting wellfare ; that ſo he may rejoyce in 
the great day, that he hath not laboured or run 
in Vain, 


:\n Unworthy Servant to his 
Dear, Sweet and Precious 
Lord Jeſus. 
R. F. 


———— 


EZEK. 24. 16. Former part. 


Soru of man, behold, I take away from 
thee the Jef Ire of thine eyes with a 


ſtroke. 


His was a time of common calamity, when 

theſe words were ſpoken to the Lords 

Sy mc 3 They were then in the ' Baby- 

loniſh Captivity : Jeremiah, /Hordicai, 

Ezekiel Captives 5 ; Zedeckiah being made 

King in the Land of Fuclan, who re _ and 

breaking his Covenant with King N(ebuchadnezzar, 

as1n Chap. [7. He comes with a great Ar_ and 

beſteges Feruſalem. In this time of publick diſtreſs 

comes this word of the Lord to 11s Prophet, as ap- 

pears ver. 15. Allo the word of the Lord came un- 
to me ſaying. So that 

Firſt, The words are the words of the Lord, not 
of this, or that man ; but of the Lord, of 1ntal- 
lible verity, of undoubted certainty. 

Secondly, To whom ſpoken £ to Ezekze/, the 
Lords Prophet, ſtiled fon of man. 

Thirdly, Of what import : > that 1s great, and 
very remarkable : as the Term, behold docs de- 
note. 

Fourthly, In the nature of it'tis a grievous and 


heavy Meſlage. B r, As 


OP 


1. As it was a ſtroke, and that a ſudden ſtroke. 
2. It was a ſtroke, upon a dear and tender part; 


the deſire of the eyes, the dearly beloved of his 


boſome, as ver. 18, $0 I fpake unto the people 1n 
the morning, and at even my Wite dyed. 

3. It was a ſtroke, by the hand of the Lord. 
[ take away from thee, by a ſtroke; it was a dead- 
ly ſtroke from the Divine Arm : ; that w: a irrefi{tt- 
ble, unavcidable, not to be kept off by the ſtrong- 
clt arm, not to be eſcaped by the ſpeedielt flight. 
Whither {hall I flee from thy preſence. Pale 
129% 7. 

Havi ng thus ſet before you the ſum of the words 
in thoſe particulars. Here are fix or ſeven propo- 
tions or Docrinal concluſions that T ſhall obſerve 
_— the words. 

. That the Prophets of God are ſonsof men. 

2. Althongh they are ſons of men, yet they are 
alſo ſpecial ſervants, yea, ſons of God. 

3. That the beſt of men are liable to heavy 
ſtrokes from the hand of the Lord. 

4- Thatdeath is a ſtroke from the hand of the 
Lord. 

s. That death 1s a heavy ſtroke. 

6. That a Dear and Faithful Wife 1s the deſire 
and delight of a mans eyes. 

& And Laſtly, That the remove of ſuch a mer- 
CY 18 great and remarkable ſtroke. 

The former of theſe I ſhall but briefly touch up- 
on z on thetwo latter I ſhall God aſſiſting more at 
large in{1lt. 

r. Obſerv. The Prophets of God are ſons of 
men. Son of man, a title frequently given unto 
them in the ſacred Scriptures, denoting man of hu- 
| mane 
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The Apoltle 1 
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mane hinting to us the earth of which man was 
made Ger. 2. 7. And the Lord God formed man of 
the duſtof the ground. 

This the ficft name of man Adar., denotes unto 
us his Original, the earth of which he was made. 


peaking of the Heavenly Treaſure of 5 


Gocs word, tells us it's brought unto 11s 11 carthen 
veljels. 2 Cor. 4. 7. Eut we have thi; treaſure in 
carthen velicls, that the exccliency of the power 


may beot God, and n 


are but men at the beit 
yet ſaith the Apoltie of him, 7a. 5. I7. 


man ſubjcct to like pattions as we are. 


F 


ot of us. 
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are mortal dving creatures. Lech. I. 5. 
thers where are they ? and the Prophets do they 
live for ever ? That men the beſt of men are but 
mortal creatures, the dim light of nature has clear- 
ly diſcovered : When one told a Heathen of the 


death of his ſon, he thus calmly rephes 3 I kneyy [ £2 » 


Dczat one that mult dy 


- 


C. 


Y 

The bhoit of men 
TH . CH ©): nl1C b 
creat Prophet, 


Elias 2 


Your fa- 


>; Objerw. The Prophets of God though {ons 


of men, yet they are the ſpecial ſervants, yea the 
tons of God, They are [tiled {cers, and are over- 
{cers of the people of God. Watchmen, to warn 
of dangers approaching, Ezek. 3. 17. Son of man, 
{ have made thee a watchman' to the houſe of Iſrael : 
Prophets to forcſee, and forctel evils approaching : 
ſuch rhe Miniſtersof the Goſpel ftiled, whole work 
is to ſpeak unto Edification, to Exhortation, and 
to Comfort. 1 Cor. 14. 3, He that *Propheſieth 
ſpeaketn unto mcn to Edification, and Exhortation, 


und Comfort. 


They are ſuch, that God himlelt hath ſpecial 


care of, and regard tc 


2, Pfel. 105. 1 
B 2 


14, 15: 
. ſpeak- 


CÞ 


Speaking of his people, and of his Prophets. 13. 
Vhew they went from one Nation 10 another , Jromn 
one K engeon 10 anothcr people. 14. He juffered no 
man to do them wrove : yea, he rebuked Kings fer 
their fakes. 15. Sajing, touch not mine anointed, 
ard dg my Prophets no harm. 

They arenot only Gods fpectal ſfervams, but tis 
Sons. The Lord Jeſus Chrilt was the Son of God, 
by an incftable Eternal Generation, wo ſhall dc- 
clare kis Generation ? Iſa. 53. 8. Gods only begot- 
ten Son, we Jann elcry as the glory of the only be- 
oo of the Father, fill of Grace and Trath, Joh, 

I 4. Cod jo ls oa ite world. that he gave his o0n- 
7 begotten ſo, that as many as believe in hint ſhould 
2:ot periji ”, but have Evecrla ſting Life. Joh, 3. 16. 
He is calid Gods own Son, wy way of eminency 


above all others. Mom. 8. 32. He that _ 


kis own for, but delivered kin up for us all, how ſhall 
be not with him alſo freely give us all chints ) > He 7s 
before all things, and by him all things conſt i5f, Col. 
E237; 

The Angels of God, they are the ſons of God by 
Creation. Fob 38. 7. When the morning ſtars ſang 
together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy. 
Cap. 1. 6. Now there was a day when the Sons of God 
came to preſent themſelves before the Lord, and ſatan 
came alſo among them. Adam was the Son of God, 
by Creation. Luk. 3. 38. Whowas the ſon of God. 
But the Saints of God, true Believers, and his Ser- 
vants the Prophets 3 The faithful Meſſengers of 
God, and Miniſters of Chriſt : are the ſons of God 
by Regencration and gratious Adoption. Joh. x. 
12, 12. "But to as many 4s received him, he gave pow- 
er to become the ſons of God, to as many as believe 

| FR 


C3 
in his natie. ver. 13. Thai ware born not of blood: 
20r of i {2 e will of the Fte/ſh, 07 " of fit will of nan but 
of Goa, to whom be given ſpirit of Ado pr 07 
Rem. 8. I5. For ze have - received the ſprit of 
Hond-:9e again 10 fear : but ze have received the ſpi- 
rit of d40ption, wherevy we cry, Avba, Father, Gal. 
4.4.6; (79 ſent forth his Son, to redeers them that 
were under tie Law, that we might receive the Acdop- 
#7t : of fa; FE ad be FA ye are ſons, Co4 hath ſent 


4 


f 244 f 4% 1p 544 . 
forth LC Spirit of | is for zit9 JOUF It irts, CrjH0Q, 


AVE "2 Fath Os 

.0, ſerv. The belt of men are hable to heavy 
ftrok es from the Lord. Gods beſt beloved are mott 
aiiticted. The greatcſt of Saints have met with 
the greateſt of ſufferings. Abrahazr, the Father of 
the faichful, and the friend of God, yet here ma- 
ny, and great were his tryals : 72 caving his coun- 
trey, and fathers houſe. Gen. 12. 1. in the contenti- 
ons, of Lots ſervants with tis. Gen. 13. 7, 8. In 
the ſurrepritious ſi ſnatching away his wiſe ; both by 
Pharaoh, Gen. 12. 15. awd 1 y Abimelech King of 
Gerar. Cap. 20. 2. By the long delay of the pro- 
miſed Seed, which was no leſs then twenty five 
years. The eaſting out of 1h:ael, which thing 
Was Very. EYIeVOms TH Mokone: {ohbt. Gen. 21. IT. 
Yea, the offering of his Iſazc in Sacrifice unto God. 
Gen. 22. 2. And God ſaid unto him, take now thy 
ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom thou l; weſt, and gel 
thee into the land of Moriah 5 and offer him there for 
a burzt-offering upon one of the mountains which I will 
zell thee of Moſes, how many were his tryals, in 
Egypt, 1n the Wildernck : ; too many here to relate. 
David, who thus pleads with the Lord. "Pſalm 


12. 5. Lord, remember David, and all his afftictions. 
Feremiat: 


Des unicum 


am filium ſine 


cato Ni a 11 
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1s caſt i110 the dumgeon. Jer. 33. 5, The three 
roble captives cast into the fiery furnace, Dan. 3. 20, 
21, Daniel into the Lyons Dem. Cap. 6. 16. The 
Prophets of God, what _ they meet with - 
our Laed 6 tells yon, Matt. 23. 34- lVherefore peg 
Fl fend Hno you 'F woe an: od Wi iſe men, and 2 
ard fJome of them ye ſhall Zall, and crucifre, and Ss 
of then ſhall ye fcourge in your Synagogues, and per- 
jes cute ther from City 3 Tm: + That por you 
may come all the righteous blood ſhed upon the ec arth, 


front th Ui blood of riehteous Avel, Hizt0 ihe "Lloo A of 


Zacharias fon of Barachias, whom you flew betweerr 


the Temple and the Altar. So ver 37. Yea th e Apo- 


ſtics of Chriſt, of whom, all ſave one : as Hiſtori- 


anis tell us came to violent deaths. And Chriſt him- 
{clf, the ſon of God, whoever met with ſuch like 
ſutterings? 

4. Objerv, Death is a ſtroke from the Lord ; I 
will do it faith the Lord. I will take from thee. 
the deſire of thine eyes with a ftroke. What this 
ſtroke was we find, zer. 18. So I ſpake unto the 
people in the morning, and at evening my Wite 
dyed : Lite and death is in the hand ot the Lord. 
T hill, and I make alive. Deat. 32. 39. He hath the 


Keys of Hell and Death. Rev. I. 19: The Key of 


Life, the Key of the Womb. Pal. 127. 3. The 
Key into the Kingdom of Grace. Rev. 3. 7: ES he 
that brizos life and immortality to light, 2 Tra. 1. 
Yea, and the Rey into Eternal Glory. Joh. 14. 2. 
[ will come again, and receive you to my ſel that 

; L F 
where I am there ye may be alſo. 

5. Obſerv. Neath 1s a great and heavy itroke, 
When death is ſudden 1ts looked npon as a more 
ſevere ſtroke, ſuch as this was. 41 the morning the 

BD.ob 
FopHet 
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Prophet ſpake unto the people, and in the evening kis 

wife dyed, ver. 18. By a ſudden death, procceding 4b aliquo 

fromſome ſupernatural or divine cauſe, as Expolt- no es 
tors note. 

I read among Phyloſophers , they accounted 
ſudden death moſt dcelireable. Julius ( 4/ar, dij- 
{- courling with his wiſe Councllor s.- What kind of 

death was moſt defireable, and it was concluded a 
{ſudden death : as that, which ſoon delivered out of 
| the pangs of death, and ſoon after he was flain in 
the Senate-houſe. But our Church, hath a Prayer 
1n her Litany, from ſudden death, good Lord delt- 
ver us, notthat we are to preſcribe to God : but 
-by reaſon of many ſad conſequents, both to our 
ſelves, and poſterity A ſudden death often 1s 
m—_ a very ſevere {troke. And that 
If a perſon be not prepared for death, to be 
; us n away ſuddenly is a heavy judgment z as 1 
7's faid of thoſe rebels, Numb, 16. 29. If theſe men 
aye the common death of all men, or if they be viſited 
afier the Viſitation of Ul men i Then the Lord hathnot 
ſent nee. It was a dreadful and ſevere ſtroke 5 For 
zt care lo Þ: is as & Moe. rmxacie an end of ſpeaking, Haar 
the ground « lave aſunder that wis under them : And 
the Earth opened her monthand ſwallowed then up, aud 
their PO fc M and allthe men that apper tained unto K o- 
rah, and all their goods, ver. 31. 32. And again, 
| wer. 35. There came out a fire from the Lord, endl 
ſumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered Ins 
: cenſe., Like as God overthrew the old world, by 
a ſudden inundation of waters. So alfo Sodom and 
Gomerrah, and the Cities about ther in Ithe manner 


| giving iiemfelves over to Fornication, anda going after 
| ſtrange fleſh, are fit forth for an example, juffering 
the 
Ly 
s | 
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the vengeance of Eternal Fire. Jade ver. 7. To like 
manner the Prophet of God diſobeying the word 
of the Lord, He was deſtrozed by a Lyon. 1 Kings 
13. 24 

2. It due care benot taken for poſterity, mn {etting 
their houſe in order; The want of which, doth ma- 
ny times entail wotul mifcrics on poſterity 3 beget- 
ting law ſuits, and ſuch contentions as oft times 
caulc the ruine of Families. And therefore when 
the Prophet of God came to Hezekan, ro warn 
him of death ; He wznds him to ſet Lis Rouſe tn order. 
Ifa. 38. 1, Yet the Lord was entreated by his fer- 
vent Prayer, and he who hath life and deathin his 
hand 5 did add unto his dazes fifteen years. verle 5. 
Facob, when he fell ſick, had time to bleſs all his 
children before he dyed : and gave order concern- 
1ng his burial. And of Foſeph it is ſaid, Heb. 11. 
22. Þy Faith Joſeph when he dzed, made mention 
of the departing of the children of Iſrael, and gave 


Commandment concerning his boxes. Moſes, who 


was King in Feſurum, and fo the political Father of 


that people 3 'asa good King is ſtiled, Pater Patric, 
or thefather of his people : before he dyed he bleſ- 
ſeth the tribesof T1jracl; And our dear Lord, fore- 
iceing his death 5 what divine Counſels, and large 
Legacies, does he give unto his faithful followers a 
little before his death. As we find in Joh. 13. 1. 
When 7 eſis knew his hour was come, that is the tine 
of his departure wasat hand ; he expreſleth his love 
in a wonderful and moſt aifectionate manner; as 1s 
to be read in ſeveral Chapters following. So that a 
ſudden death, in many caſes 1s a very ſevere ſtroke, 
and a more deliberate way of dying, feemeth a 
great favour; and bleiiing of God; not, but that 

{ome 


C9) 
ſome dying 1n a ſudden manner, may dye in a 
happy ſtate, as is to be thought concerning the 
Prophets wife. So Aaron dyed, Numb. 20. 26, 28. 
And Moſes had bit ſhort warning, as may ſeen God 
fazes to l:im go up and dye, Deut. 32. 49, 50. 

[ts the wiſdom of fome men, when of moſt per- 
tect mind and memory 3 they will ſet their houſe 
1n order : taking care, as they defire peace with 
God, to leave fuch a Wiſe, and righteous order ; 
as to lcave peace among ſurviving relations, and 
having tot thcir fouls 1n order by clearing up their 
Covenant Interelt, their Union with Chriſt, their 
Title tothe Heavenly Inheritance 3 They are long- 
ing for the poſlettion, having a de(rre to depart hence. 
as Phil. 1. 23. Groaning that mortality might be 
ſwallowed of life. 2 Cor. 5. 4. And though the 
Apoſtle himfelf dyed by a ſudden ſtroke; being 
beheaded by Nero, as Hiſtorians relate, yet his 
death was not a judgment : but his great honour, 
whereby he fo glorified God. For of ſuch you 
read, Rev. 20. 4. And 1 ſaw Thrones, and they that 
fat upon them, and Judgment was given unto them : 
And 1 ſaw the Souls of them that were beheaded for 
the Witneſs of Feſus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither his image, 
rmeither had received his mark upon their Fore-head-s, 
or in their hands And they lived and reigned with 


* briſt a Thouſand years. 


[t appearsthat death 1sa heavy ſtroke, in that 1t 
ſeparates the two dear and near friends, Soul and 
Body, for ſuch friends to part muſt needs be grie- 
vaus to bear, when other friends part for a time, 
oftentimes its with great reluctancy ; there 1s a 
{rrange egreſs of Spirit, almoſt to diſanimating - 

C perſons 
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perſons of tender affection are ſcarce themſclve 
for a time, there 1s ſuch a rouling of their bowels. 
{uch a working of their affettions, as if their Souls 
were about to leave their Bodics. And when 1n- 
deed they do, * Bernard (tiles it, Horrendum divor- 
tinm, a terrible ſeparation. Death is ſtiled the 


King of terrors. Job 18. 14. And Ariſtotle, of 


death, of all terrible things the moſt terrible. Its 
an invincible Conquerour. Gale and Hippocra- 
7s, found out remedies againſt diſeaſes - but no- 
thing againſt death. The greateſt, the ſtrongeſt, 
the wiſelt, the moſt rich among men, have not 
becn exempt from its ſtroke. It lets fly its darts, 
ſometime over our heads, and takes away Elder 
then we, ſometime under us, and takes away 
younger then we, ſometime on this ſide of us, and 
{omerime on that, ſome of our Age : but atlength 
it ſhoots 1n the midſt, and'takes away us alſo. And 
moreover it makes a change for Eternity. *P/alm 
39. 12. O ſpare me, that I may recover ſtrength, be- 
jore | go hence, and be no more. Plal. 103. 15, 16. 
As for man, his dayes are as graſs, as a flower of the 
Tid. jo fouriſheth he, 16. For the wind paſſeth over 
it, and it is gone, and the place thereof ſhall know it 
70 #z07e. At death, we lanch into the vaſt Ocean 
of Etermty, either to be Eternally in Heaven, or 
in Hell, forever with God, Chrift, the Bletled Spi- 
7it, the Glorious Angels, and Glorihed Saints : or 
forever with the Devil, and his Angels, and dam- 
ned Spirits, either forever in joyes, and glory 
that are unſpeakable and inconceivable ; or in 
woes and torments, that be moſt terrible, yea 11n- 
tolerable. Our Lord thus tells us, Lwke 16. 26. 
and beſides all this, between us and you there is a great 


gulf, 
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gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from hence to 1#7ua wi 


you, cannot, neither can they paſs to us, that would 
come from thence, 

6. Obſcrv, That a dear and faithful Wife 1s the * 
dceiire and delight of a mans eyes. 

She is made of God for the good of man, a 
Mercy above outward Mercies. The whole Cre a- 
ton of God did not afford the hke for Adam, till 
eve was made. Gen. 2. 18, 22, 24. And the Lev: 
(70d ſaid, it is not good that eMan ſhould be ales 
I will make him an mcet help for kim. 22. And Ada, 
nave names to all Cattle, and to the Fowl of the Ai 
and to every ' Beaſt of the Field : but for Adam it 
was not found an help-mcet for him, no not tn the 
whole Creation of God. 24. Therefore ſhall a man 
leave tis Father and his Mother, and (hall cleave 
wmto his tj iſe: : and they ſhall beone Fleſh. The wile 
man thus, *Prov. 18. 22. Whoſo fradeth a Wife frnd- 
eth a 200d my 'T, _ obtaineth favour of the Lord, 
Chap. 3r. rr, 12. Who can finda % "—_ W0- 
man sf for yy er price is far above — . The 
=_ art of her Husband doth jafely truſt in her, fo that 

> ſoall have m0 me ed of ſpoyl. 12. "She will do bin 
= ind not cual. all the dayes of her life. She 15 


the Obie of the dearcl{t, moſt tender, and 1inti- 


love - and therefore we find the Lord him(clt 


1e terms or appellations of this near rela- 
rion PY 54.5. For thy Maker is thy Husband, 
the Lord Ho F 1s bis fore and thy Redeemer, 
J, 'e of 5 ael, the God of the whole earth ſhall 
4 ” Faw the Lord hath called thee as 2 
2441 jorſaken and erieved in OR and a Viife 
wen thou waſt refuſed faith thy Good. So 
, 4. Thou ſhalt no more be termed forj. then 3 
C2 vetther 
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wither ſhall thy Land any more be termed deſolate, bu 
thou ſhalt be called Heplzibah, that is the Lords dc” | 
light, and thy Land Beulah, that is marrzed, for th* | 
Lord delighicth in thee, and thy Land ſhall be mar” | 
r;cd. 2 Cor. 11.2. I have eſpouſed you to one Hus « 


band, that I may prejent you as achaſt Virgin to Chriſt, 
notably, and at large 1s this ſet forth, Eph. 5. 22. 
&c. Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your own Hus- 
bands, as unto the Lord: 23, For the Hwband is 
the head of the Wife, even as Chriit is the head of the 
Church, and he is the Saviour of the body. 24. T here- 
fore as the Churchis ſubje@ unto Chriſt, ſolet the wives 
be to their own husband in every thing, 25. Huſ- 
bands love your wives, even as Chriſt alſo loucd the 
Church, and gave himſelf for it. 26. That he might 
SanGifie and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by 
the word ; 27. That he might preſent it to himſelf a 
glorious Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing , but that it ſhould be holy, and without \ 
blemiſh. 28. So ought men to love their wives, as | 
their own bodies : he that loveth his wife loueth himſelf. 
29. For no man yet ever hated his own fleſh : but t 
' #ouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord the | 
Church. 30. For we are Members of his body, of | 
his fleſh, and of his bones, 31. For this cauſe ſhall 
a tran leave his Father and Mother, and ſhall be join- | 
ed unto his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh, 32. = 
This is a great myſtery ; but 1 ſpeak concerning Chriſt = 
and the Church. 33. Nevertheleſs, let every one of = 
you in particular, fo love his wife as himpelf, and the | 
wife ſee that ſhe reverence her Husband. | 
k 1, The Wife is the deſire of the eyes, as ſhe is 3 
very near and dear unto him, and very precious ; 
| in his fight : the dearly beloved of his ſoul, that he 
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cares for as the apple of his eze, Deut. 32. 10. So 
God ſpeaking of his people, faith, he inſtrufted 
his {jrael, he kept him as the apple of his eye, and 
again, Zech. 2.8. He that toncheth you toncheth the 
- of his eye - 
. As ſhe inſpects his affairs and concerns : as if 

his own eyes were upon them. Prov. 31. 27. She 
looks well to the wayes of her houſehold, and eateth not 
the bread of idlenejs. 283, Her children ariſe up, and 
call her bleſſed; her Husband alſo and he praiſcth her. 

She is but the man divided, and children but the 
ſame multiplyed, what Dazid ſaid of the men of 
his own Tribe, 2 Sam. & 12, Ve are my brethren, 
Je are my bones and my 

3. As the object for oh he feffors the greateſt 
hardſhip 3 what hard labour could Facob vndergo-? 
and that a long time out of his defire after Rachel. 
Gen. 3T. 40. Thus I was faith Jacob, in the day the 
dronght conſumed me, and the froit by night my 
ſleep departed from mine eyes. And fourteen years did 
he endure this hard ſervice, out of his deſre after her. 
Gen. 29. 20, 30. David adventured his very life 
for reſcueof his Wife. 1 Sam. 20. 17. 

4. As the ſpecial object of his chiet delight, his 
deareſt love. Qbi amor ibi occulus, So as ſaid the 41m 9 wi 
true lovers ſoul, its not ſo much where it lives as y- rag t ſod 
whereit loves. And therefore a true friend 1s de- 
ſcribed to be as one ſoul in two bodies. As ſaid of The Grecks 
Jonathan, 1 Sam. 18. 1. And it came to paſs when yg 
Dawid had made an end of ſpeaking unto Saul, that __ 7 cla 
the foul of Fonathan was knit unto the ſoul of Da- wx} & 
vid, and Fonathan loved him as his own ſoul. = Ton 
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. And laſt Obſerv. That the remove of ſuch a 
mercy is a very great and remarkable ſtroke. *Bc- 
hold, I will take from thee the deſrre of thine eges by 
a rok. ver. 18, So 1 ſpake unto the people in the 
morning, and at evening ny ie dyed. 

L. Its a great and al wble i firaie as it brings 
into a dolctul or mourning condition 5 as Doves 
in the Vallics mourning in the loſs of their Marc 


and when natural mourning brings us to mind that 
which is Spiritual, mourning over iniquity the 
cauſe of all miſery, its a ſweet {anctific - MOurnng. 
Ezck. 7. 16. "But they that eſcape of them, ſhall e/- 


cape, and ſhall be on be 7 oint air. lihe w Doves 
of the Valleys, all of thems mourning, every one for his 
iniquity. Such was that mou rning of a protligate 
{on for the death of his dear Mother. that it be- 
came a means of his Spiritual Lite. 

The Prophet thus, Lam. 3. 27. 1t is good for a 
1141 that he bear the Yohe bs bis youth. 28. He ft- 


teth alone, and keepeth ſilence, becauſe he hath born it 


»pon him. 29. He putteth his wouth ts the duſt, if 
ſo be there may be hope. Zo. He giveth his check Y 
him that ſmiteth him, he is filled full with reproach. 
31. For the Lord will not caſt off for ever, 

It brings into a more helpleſs State, Cecl, 4. 
9, 10. Two are better then one, becauſe they have 7 
good reward for their labour. 10. For if they fall 
rhe one will lift up his fellow : but wo to himz that 3. 
alone when he falleth, for he hath not another to help 
Lim up. When the meet help, the faithto! Witt 3: 


removed : how much 1s man weakened : / 7s rt 
fortior., David accounted it a weakning of tin, 
when the valiant Abzer was by Jobs treo ohio! 
moved from him, faith he, 2 Sam, 2. 29, / 


1 #5) 

day weak thoneh anointed King. If the loſs of an 
ordinary friend doth ſo weaken, how much more 
the neareſt and deareſt, the moſt faithful frien ad4 
Airahar lofing his beloved Sarah, his dear Con- 
{Ort, his meet help ; He weeps and 'monrns for her 
GeEn.-23: 2 

3. It brings a decay upon the building of a mans 
houſe. We read, /uth 4. 11. That Rachel aid 
Leah, did build the houſe of Iſrael. Tt breaks up a 
tamily many times, and ſcatters a houſhold, when 
ſuch a mercy removed. When a principal Pillar is 
faken down, many times the houſe falls ; the Fa- 
!mly decaycs and dwindles into nothing. 


Q/e. Such a remove it is that we are now com- 
memorating, that ſhews us the beſt of things, the 
deareſt of relations, here below are but moveables. 
And we muſt all ere long take a turn for Eternity. 
O Eternity, Eternity, Eternity ! dwell much in 
your ſ{crious thoughts, and frequent meditations of 
Eternity. Thoughall things here below are move- 
ables, yet there is a ſtate, a Kingdom that cannot 
be removed, Heb. 12. 28, We ther fore receiving a 
Kingdom which canmot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear. Make ſure then of a right to cter- 
nal happineſs. Let others death mind you to make 
ſure of eternal] life. To that end 

1, Endeavour to.dye while you hve. The true 
Believer is dead to fin, to the world, and all felf 
excellencies and {: f ſoBiciencies. Joh, 15. 5. With- 
OH ame ye Can AO zothins. 2 Cor. 3. 5. NN or that 

wwe are juffi zert of Our je fv. fi) ifs "HR 4ATy i :11:2 {ol of 
our fe hues - ul Our aff riency is of Ged , An: | there- 
fore 
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forc ſaith the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 3. For ye are dead, 
and jour life is tad with Chriſt in God, 

4. When Chriſt who is your life ſhall appear,then 
ſhall ye alſo appear with himin glory. 

Dwell much in your ſerious thoughts upon theſe 
Treat and nece{lary ſubjects for ſerious meditation. 


Alors tua, mors Chriſti, fraus mundi, gloriaCeli, 
1't dolor inferni, ſunt meditanda 1ibi, 


1. Thy death that is moſt certain, a Statute law 
of Heaven : That like Laws of Medes and *Perſi- 
ans alters not. Dan. 6, 12. Heb. 9. 27. And asit 
is appointed unto men once to dye, the indefinite ts 
equivalent to a univerſal, but after this, or with this 
the judgment. So Job 30.23. The grave isthe houſe 
appointed for all living. 

2, Chriſts death, thy only cure againſt Eternal 
death : for he dyed that we might live. He was 
madea curſe, that we might be made a Blelling 3 
and that the Bleflings of the Everlaſting Covenant 
might come down upon us, he indured the wrath 
of God, that we might enjoy the love of God, he 
was made a ſacrifice for our fin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him, he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, that by his ſtripes 
we might be healed. 

3. The deceits of the world, that are enticing 
and entangling, and they who are reſolved for it, 
the Apolile tells you their danger, 1 17.6. 9. 
"But they that will be rich fall into temptation, and a 
ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Inſts, which 
drown men in deſtrudion and perdition, the baites 
of the world are greatly pleaſing to the carnal 

mind 


C17 1 
mind, the pleaſures, profits and preferments of 1t. 
but the hooks thereof draw down to deſtruction. 
4. Theglory of Heaven, that ſuch as eye hath 1:01 


ſeen, ear heard, or hath extred into the heart of JEL. 


10 conceive, 1 Cor. 2.9. Far moreexcecding tral 
weight of glory, every word hath great weight. 
2 Cor, 4. I 7. 

5, The dolours of Hell, that are moſt heart- 
piercing, with torments that are 1ntolerable and 
Eternal. How does the Riciz man cry out? and 
that without any rclief, Lzk. 16. 23. And in Hell 
he lijt vip kis ezes being in torments, and jeeth Abrahane 
afar of, and Lazarus in his boſom. 24. And he cry- 
Ca. ad ſaid, Father Abraham, haue HEFOCY 032 me, 
and frr.d Lazarns that he may dip the tip of his fin- 
gr 24 water, and cool my tongue, for | am tormented 
in this flune. 25. * But Abraham ſaid, Son. re- 
mcimuer that thou in thy life time receiveſt thy good 
things, and likewiſe I azarus evil things « but now he 


f 7 
of 2; comforted, and thou art tormented, 


2. Lay hold apon Eternal Life. The Apoſtle 
thus counſels. 1 T7. 6, 19. Laying ap in ſtore for 
themſelves a g007 Foundation againſt the time to come, 


that they may lay fold of Eternal Life. Here, here 
it1s, that the lite to come 1s cither got or loſt, for , 
he that liveth and believeth in me faith Chrilt ſhall ne- ,4cpe 


ver je, Joh. 11. 26. 

3. Make a pious improvement of your precious 
time, that which is paſt cannot be recalled, it was a 
Vain win of him 3 


Omithi preteritosrefcrat ft Fupiter annos, 


Time to come cannot be afſlured, its the preſent 
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time that we can only call ours, and that is paſſing 
from us : while 1t is with us, time hath no ſtay. 
Sercca tells us of ſome, that ſpend their time, #ik4/ 
agendo 1n doing nothing, that Iive as unprofitable 
burdens to: the earth - hike that fruitleſs figtree, 
againſt v vhich ſentence paſſed. Luk, 13. 7. Cut it 
adorn, why cumbercth it the C7017; A 2 And that ſen- 
LEnce 1s 1 10t fpecdily executed, we have to admire 
as the Apoſtle the Riches of Bad: goodneſs and for- 
bearance, and long-ſufjering, knowing that the good- 
zicſs of (rod 7s to lead unto repeataiice. Rom. 2. 4. 

2. tome ſpend their time alind agerdo, in Og 
other things thatafs as the Apoſtle St. Peter caks, 
Pe. 4. I5. Bulze bodiesin other mens ters. s, that 

3 2 Th cl. 3. 11. Walk diſorderly, working 10t at all, 
<P are by Fs bodies 5 hke thoſe idle women of w hom 
the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 13. That wander from houſe 
to houſe, that are not only idle but tatlers alſo, and bu- 
fre bodies, ſpeaking i hin '0s which they cel t #:0t. 

3- Others {fpend their time mule agerdo, in do- 
ing evil things; Who ſleep net except they have done 
anſchicf. Prov. 4. 16. Who travail with iniquity, 

and have conceived miſchief, and brought ferth falſe 
b, od, Pal. 7. 14. Though their miſchief (hall return 
upon their own heads, and their violent dealing upon 
their ow 7 pates. Ver. 18. Yet ſuch 1s the 1gnorance 
of their minds. their woful unbelicf and hardncl3 
of hcart, that though there calamity 1s ready to 
COme pon them, and their deſtruction without re- 
mcdy : yet will they perfiſt in their evil courle. 
As the wiſe man expreſicth it 3 Prov. 6. 12. A 
vanghty PI a wicked man walketh "_ a froward 


101th. . He winh beth 2 vith [1s eyes, he ſpeaketh 
with his hex, be teacheth with bis fingers, 14, Frow- 
ardneſs 


Re? 

war: dneſs is in his heart, be deviſeth miſchief continu- 
ally, and ſoweth diſcore A. 1; Therefore ſhall bis ca- 
lamity come ſuddenly : ' idenly ſhall te be broken 
without remedy. | 

Reverend ' Bede, ri) wes of a certain perſon 3 
that was admomine +; his ſficknels to repent, who 
anfwered that he wo: not repent yet, for 1tf he 
ſhould recover, his Cumpanions would laugh at 
him :; but growing worſe and worſe, his friends 
prelic ea | 21m again tO repent 3 but then he told them 
as to0 late 3 quiz Jon jucbic atus ſun &* conclem- 
7:41, for now ſaid he I am judged and condem- 
ned. 1 Ei needs be this w ith the wicked, for 

ith the Prophet, I/a. 2. 1 1. V's unto the wicked it 
hall be il with him : for the reward of his hands 


% 
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jha {I be cirenbim, Such who have their hands har- 
dened 1n fin, their own hands ſhall ſtop their 


mouths. As1s related of a certain Impoſtor that 
pretended a Title to a Crown, who being brought 
betore the Emperour Tiverzs 5 He could not up- 
on long examination detect him, or entrap him 1n 
his Plea : but at length he began to ſearch the ha- 
bit and {hape of his "bod dy, and not finding there 
the ſoftneſs and delicacy ot a Prince, but the braw- 
nyne(s and ſervile faſhion of a | /cchanick, he fo 
ſtartled the man with this unexpected! Trya!, that 
he confetled the truth. 
God will moſt certainly diſcover the mol: 
ſinner. Some will hide their ſin as Alam, Job 3 
23. but alas / there isno hiding —_ the all- th 6-4 
God. Thou haſt ſet our ſecret ns in the tieht of 
thy countenance. Plal. go. 8. He will bring every 3POrR 
into judgment, and every ſecret thing, whether it be 
cood, or whether it be evil. Eccl. 12. 14. He will 
1) 2 b1 ng 


t ſecret 


. f = 
Nuid prodet 
4 


no nhabie 00 
. , ED 
ſerum havnt 


COMICReNTLAN, 


t20:) 


brine to light the hides 111g. of Jarkoof { will 
prake manifijt the connjots of tt | WR 4. 5. 
What though the ftiov! bo no 5 WO A Mans 
ations f yct he hath a witiiv!s 4 11 own boſom, 


his own Conſcience < . that is &/#2:4e Teſtes: as a 
Thouſand Wiincfles ; Moreover the Holy Angels, 
yea, and Deviis, arc Witnctles of our ations, aid 
that which is more then all, Gods all-ſecing eve 1s 
evermore upon us, that is as a Thouſand Conſct- 
ences 3 For all things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of kim with whom we have to do. Heb. 4. 12, 
We ſhould therefore fo improve our time, that 
when time ſhall be no more unto us; we may pats 
into a Glorious Eternity. That wiſe Preacher and 
famous Penitent, thus counſels us, Eccl. 9. 10. What- 
ſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might, 
or there is no work, nor device, ror knowledge, nor 
wiſdom in the Grave whither thou goeſt. 

It was a doleful regreet of that dying perſon 
that had miſpent his precious time. Oh ! call time 
back again, Oh! call time back again 5 This can 
never be done, but redeeming time in double di- 
lIigence may be ſome help, and relict tor that miſpent, 
unto which the Apoſtle dirc&ts ; Eph. 5. 15. See 
then that you walk circumſpetly, not as fools, but as 
wiſe. 16. Redeeming the time, becauſe the dayes are 
evil. 17. VVherefore be ye not unwiſe, but under- 
ſtanding what the will of the Lord is. And therec- 
fore, 

4. Look after the better and more enduring ſub- 
ſtancez The Primitive Saints, made this their great 
buſineſs : So as they conld take joyfully the ſpoiling of 
their goods, knowing in themſelves that in Heaven they 
had a better and more enduring ſubstance, Heb. 1o. 3 + 

The 
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The treaſure in Heaven is ſuch as moth or ruſe canrot 
corrupt, or thieves break thorough and Steal, Matt, 
6. 20. 

[| have heard of a dying man, who having world- 
lv aboundance z and many friends about him, they 
were diſcourling of his great Riches, his Houſes, 
Lands, Silver, Gold, Jewels, coltly Rayment, and 
Rich Fur niture, of which diſcourſe the dying man 
grew very weary, and crycd out 1n great paſtion, 
why do you trouble me with ſpeaking of theſe 
thongs, Oh ſaith he, OSterde mibi que postea Junt 
duratura  O ſhew me the things that I ſhall enjoy 
hereafter. I am now aboutto leave all theſe things, 
and they will be of no availurto me. It you do 
not live to ſec an end of your Riches, they will ſee 
an mw of you. Prov. 27. 24. For Rich are not 
for cover : ard doth the Crown endure to every Cicnera- 
tion 2 They are ſuch things as ſoon paſs aways And 
therefore, 'Prov. 23. 5. Wilt thou ſet thine eyes up- 
on that which is not & For Riches certainly make them- 
ſelves wings : They fly away as an Eagle towards Hea- 
veuw, Neither can they profit in the day of wrath. 
Prov. II. 4. 

5. Conſider the pleaſures of fin are periſhing va- 
nities, they yield only thoſe joyes that ſoon paſleth 
away 5 hs incur thoſe woful torments, that never 
paſſeth away, pene vers perpetuc, puniſhments of 
tin they are ſempiternal]. Moſes maketh a wiſe 
choice, Heb. 11. 25, 26. Chooſing rather to ſuffer 
afflidlion with the people of God, then 1o enjoy the plea- 
ſures of (in for a ſeaſon + 26. Eiteeming the reproach 
for Chriſt greater riches then the treaſures of Egypt : 
For he had reſpeF to the recompence of the reward. 
Tis not the gain of the whole world , that can 

com- 
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compenſate the loſs of one foul. Thus faith our 
Saviour. Matt. 16. 26. For what is a man profited, 
77 he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe tis own 
foul £ or what ſhall a man give in excharge for his 
/oul > There 1s much more bitterneſs m lin, then can 
be tound of ſweetneſs; like Apples of Sodoz7 that 
have a beautiful outlide 3; but touch them they 
turn to duſt and rotteunecls. The H => enticing 
the young man, tells him, Prov. 7. 17. 1hat * 7 
bed was pen -fumed with 1 yrrb, Mes anc Cinat 
Two bitters with one ſweet, denoting, tome is much 
more bitterneſs 1n in, then can be imagined of 
{weetnels : 1t. brings Ca and (name here, and 
confulion of face hereafter. What the wiſeman 
ſaith of that one fin of drunkenneſs 1s true of eve- 
ry fin, Prov. 23, 32. At the laſt it biteth like a ſer- 
pent, and ſtingeth like an Adder. It was a doletul 
regreet of that King, who was brought to to great 
extremity for thirlt ; that he reſigned his King dom 
tor a Cup of cold water : which "having drank off, 
he cryes out 3 Oh tor how ſhort a pleaſure have ] 
lolt to great a Kingdom ! Such will be the wotul 
regreet of {innerscrying out, Oh for how ſhort a 
times enjoyment of the pleaſures of (in, have I loſt 
the great and Glorious Kingdom of Heaven. 

6. Lament the fol ly of thoſe that ſpend ſo much 
time, and take ſuch pains in a courſe of ſin to go 
to Hell ; Little conſidering the worth of their ſouls, 
or the weight of Eternal Torments. The groans 
of the damned are molt dolciul and drea "© a 
expreiled, Luk. 16.23. And in Hell he lift up bis 
cyes being in torments, and ſcethÞ Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his boſom. 24. And be cryed and 
faid, Father Abraham, hae mercy en me, and ſend 
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{ azarns that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongue, for I an tormented in this flame. 
I haveread of a holy man, that obſerving thegreat 
curiolity of a vain woman 1n decking, and adorn- 


Ng, tricking, and trimming her ſelf, he burſt 
Ot 1Nto Weeping, YO, how mach more time 


doth this poor wretch take to dreſs and adorn her 
face to pleaſe men 2 then to prepare and adorn her 
heart to plcaſe God. 
7. Dwell much in your thoughts on the Bleſſed 
Ficrmity 3 a moſt reviving and refreſhing conlide- 
ration - to bear up under the miſeries, the ſorrows 
and ſufferings of this om nt life. O blefled Eter- rica. 
nity, Eternal blefſedncſs ! The beatifical vition of | Dei vid; 
God will excecd all joyes. To ſee God in himſelf/75 a" ey 
in us, and our felves in him, what a Soul ravithing 
ſight? The Apoſtle in the Contemplation of it, 
breaks out into a holy admiration. 1 Joh. 3. 1, 2. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed 
1:Pent its, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God : 
FTherefore the world knowelh us not, becauſe it knew 
tim not. 2, Beloved, now are we the ſons (od, 
and it doithimot Fee "th *4r what we ſhall be : but we 
know, that when Ch "ijt ſhall appear we ſhall be like 
him : for we ſhall ſee kim as heis. 
Cato, and Cleombrotus, two Heathens : Reading 
Plato of the immortality of the ſoul, of the joyes, 
and glory of the futu Ire State : gave their ſoules an 
outlet by violen+ death, that they might immedt- 
Giately enter to thoſe try1 umphant jOY Cs, 
8. Endeavour with the greateſt dilige nce to af- 
—_— thy iuture tate. Mie 1 will not neglect their 
>0Q!cs Fi 't cont {ul the wiſe and learned | hyliti- 
an for the good of them, for their oatward Eſtate, | 
thcy 
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they will adviſe with the Jearned and judicious 
Lawyer to {ec their evidence be clear, their tile 
200d to their purchaſed polictlions : But how do 
men neglect the care of their ſouls, and their Eter- 
nal State ? For the Riches of the world, they will 
rite early, go to bed late, The Merchant wull ad- 
venture upon the great waters, 1n the midit of 
grcat dangers, and all to procure but perithing vs- 
rictics - but few like the wiſe Merchant in the Goi- 
pel ; Matt. 13. 46. That finding that owe "Pearl of 
great price, parted with ali he had, that ke might po;- 
ſeſs it. Unleſs in hearty affection we can leave all 
tor Chriſt, and real action, 1t thereunto called ; 
we {hall not be tound worthy of him. It was fome- 
what a cold comfort which Ariſ/otle had when he > 
came todye ; Ihave lived anxioully, I dye doubt- 
ing; O thou bcing of being, have mercy on me. 
He that comes unto God miſi believe that God is, and 
that [.c is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek Lim. 
Heb. 11. 6. Hiſtorians tell us of Hevry a German 
Prince, that being admoniſhed in a revelation to 
ſearch in a certain place for a writing that ſhould 
concern him ; where coming he found only rwo 
words, poſt ſex, after ix : whereupon he thought 
his death was foretold after {ix dayes 5 And there- 
fore he paſled thoſe dayes ina conſtant preparation 
for his great change, but tinding the ſix dayes with- 
out cttect, he perſevered in his Godly Refolution 
ſix Wecks, and after {1x Months, and then fix Years, 
in a conftant courſe of Piety ; and on the firſt day 
of the ſeventh Year the Prophecy was accompliſh» 
cd, otherwiſe than he had interpreted it ; for he 
was then choſen Emperor of Germany : who ha- 
ving before accuſtomed himſelf to a courſe of 
piety 
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piety, he perſiſted therein ever after. 
9. Timely prepare here for thy departure hence. 
The whole life of a wiſe man ſhould bea continu- ,,,. 
ed preparation for death. Holy Fob thus reſolves pimntis debet «ffs 
all the dayes of mine appointed tine will I wait till ny "4itatiomortis. 
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change comes, Job 14. 14. importing, 

1. His dayly expeCtationof death. And 

2. His preparation for death, the time whereof 
1s molt certain. It is appointed for men once to dye, 
Heb. 9. 27, An indefinite equivalent to a Univer- 
ſal; 1he graueis the houſe appointed for all living, 
Job 3o. 23. But yet the particular inſtant there- 
of is to us very uncertain. A Jewiſh Rabbi having 
a .young child, that was walking in a place of 
graves; he found one grave that was fit for him, 
upon which he enquires of his Maſter, what be- 
came of thoſe that dye : he replyes unto him, O 
Child ! thou art young, and mayeſt live many 
years 3 why doſt ask that Queſtion £ O Sir ſaith 
he, I was in theplace of Graves, and I found there 
a Grave that was fit for me, ſo that ſuch as I dye. 
In the place of Graves we may find Graves fit for 
every Age ; So that there dyeof every Age, even 
ſome of our Age are in the Graves. And what is 
our life, its even as a vapour that appears for a little 
feaſor, and then vaniſheth away, Jam. 4. 14. Its 
{aid that antiently in Sparta they had a cuſtom, 
that their Kings were to Reign but one Year ; and 
after that they were baniſhed to a deſolate Ifland : 
One of their Kings in the time of his Reign ſent 
before hand plentiful Provifion to this Deſolate 
{land 3 that being baniſhed thither, he there ſpent 
theremainder of his dayes joyfully; Its our great 
cancern to follow that excellent counſel of the Apo- 
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ſtle 3 1 Tim. 6. 19. Lay np in flore-a good Foun- 

dation for the time to come, lay hol4 on Eternal Life. 
Which counſel there are good hopes was followed 
by the Deceaſed, whole departure occaſioned this 
Funeral Sermon. She had a Religious Education of 
a Child, and was acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that make wiſe unto Salvation. The Prin- 

ciples of Religion in her younger years, ſhe ſtudi- 

ed not overtly as many, but more accurately, with 

much ſerious and diligence. She had the favour of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, ſo as greatly to love, and 
deſire after the Miniſtry of Life, which ſhe was ne- 
ccſſitated to attend ſometime with difficulty. In 
her Marryed Relation ſhe was a loving, faithful, 
obedient, careful and diligent Wife. When her 
Sun was aboutſetting, her departure drawing nigh, 

She was full of longing defires to depart hence, ha- 

ving comfortable hopes of herreſting with the Lord: 
Let it then be the endeavour of every of us, ſo to 
Jive as death may not ſurprize or ſeize us unawares, 
For what man is he, that liveth and ſhall not ſee death, 
Pfal. 89. 48. O therefore ſo wiſely improve your 
time, ſo diligently 1imploy your Talents, #0 make 

your calling andeleFion ſure, as the Apoſtle exhorts, 

2 Pet. 1. 10. That ſo when you come to dye, you 

may have nothing to do but to dye 3 and be able 

with a Holy Tryumph to ſay with the Bleſſed Apo- 

ſtle; 1 Cor. 15. 55. &c. O death, whereis thy ſting? 

D grave, where is thy victory ? 55. The ſting of death 

 #s (in, the ſtrength of (iz is the Law, 57. But thanks 

be to God which giveth us the viory, throughour Lord 

Teſns Chriſt. 58. Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 

ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the work of 
the Lord, foraſmmch us you know that your labour is not 

in vain in the Lord. FINIS. 
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